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a Ixxii, Verſe 8. 
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AM IN this beautiful Palm or tichee ln this weten 


Prayer, the veritable Monarch of Tſrael; bbout to reſign 


fither tnight Reaſonably be ſuppoſed to make for his ſos, 
under fimflar kirevmſtuness Heimplores ſuch a portion 


of wiſdorh and integrity from ubove, as might enable 
Myung Printe eo ywvern «right the people of GO 
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ent to thagrorld u fair refemblangh-of HIM, 
vl: Who, m Wie fuld ef time, Mona reign in righteouſ- 
7 bs 0 the thront of his Father David, and of whole 


| "= it kingdom 
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E * ilk have Dominion 6 * to Sen, 2 * 
the River unto he _— Earth. 


um kingdom into the hands of his Ton, Selomon, makes 
feh u requeſt to GOD for him, as a wiſe and pious 
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i OY h 
+ kingdom there ſhould be no end. The Prayer of the 
- Father was ſeconded by that of the Son himſelf. The 
Hiſtory informs us, that, in Gideon; the LORD appeared 
to Solomon in a dream by night: And GOD Said, Ae 
what T ſhall give thee, And Solomon ſaid, Thou haſt ſhewn 
Zo thy Servant David, my father, this great Sud, 


in that thou haſt given him a ſon to fit on his throne : ® 
Now, therefore, give thy ſervant an underſtanding 


heart, to judge thy people ; that I may diſcern between 
good and bad. We are told that it pleaſed the LORD 
that Solomon had gſced this thing : and that GOD gave 
him. wiſdom and underſtanding exceeding great; and 
largeneſs of heart, even as the ſand that is on the ſea- 
ſhore. His wiſdom excelled the wiſdom of all the chil- 
dren of the Eaſt- country, and all the wiſdom of the 
Egyptians; for he was wiſer than all men, and his 
lane was in all nations round about. His knowledge 
of the Book of Nature, which reached from the hyſſop 
on the wall, to che cedar of Lebanon, gives us ſome 
idea of his attainments in that particular branch of 


ſcience; 


| ſcience; and the magnificent Temple, that Wonder 
5 of the World, which He raiſed, convinces us of his 
1 ſuperior wiſdom in archite@ure. But that it was di- 
2 rected alſo towards naval architecture, we have the 
1 fulleſt evidence; the ſame GOD, who was pleaſed, in 
, return to his prayer, to promiſe him all, and much 
more than he aſked, we have reaſon to believe, ſuggeſted 
g to him the moſt effectual means, whereby riches and 
n Bonour, and celebrity throughout the world, might be 
D obtained, 


That theſe *** were the eſtabliſhment of a * 


power, is beyond a queſtion. By t the help of this power 
it was, that GOD gave him dominion from ſea to ſea, 
and from the river unto the ends of the earth, By this 


power it was, that he was not only greater than all the 
Kings of Judah, both before and after him ; but be- 


came the greateſt and moſt magnificent Monarch in the 
world, 
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| He received the hamage of all the Princes of the 
Mediterranean iſlands ; and his greatneſs was congratu- 
lated by Kings, whoſe daminjons were in the remoteſt 
parts of the globe. The Kings Tarſsiſo and of the 
Nes offered him gifts ; the Kings of Arabia and Salas 
brougbt preſents unto him. 


The naval preparations of this Monarch as much 
diſtinguiſhed him ip the eyes of ſareign nations, as 
even the building of the Temple itſelf. The returns 
brought by his fleet from Opbir, of gold and precious 


ſtones, advanced his wealth to a prodigious height: we 
are told that Sifver in bis time was accounted as nothing ; 
and that in one year he imported fie hundred threeſeore 
and fix talents of gold. Not only the Eaſtern Sultans 
were tributary to him ; the inhabitants of many other 
countries became proſelytes to the ordinances of the 
| Jewiſh law ; leſs, it is feared, out of love to the true 
religion, than for the fake of making their fortune in 
that ſplendid Court. T hey were glad on any terms to 


4 become 


( s ) 
become the ſubjects of a Prince, of ſuch extraordinary 


give laws to 9 the_ctnpires * of the Eaſt. 


| Nor does the example of "FRE ſtand unſupported 
and alone ; for whilſt we impute the extent, .the glory, 
and the riches of his kingdom, in a great meaſure, to his 
naval power, we behold other nations alſo arriving at 
a very confiderable height of proſperity and eminence 
by the ſame ſteps. The inhabitants of Fyreare deſcribed 
as advanced to a ſtate of diſtinguiſhed greatneſs by their 
attention to the buſineſs of navigation. Tyre is, by the 
pro phet Ifaiah, ſtyled the crowning city ; whoſe merchants 
were Princes, in reſpect to their opulence and authori ty, 
and whoſe traffickers were the honourable of the earth : 
her mariners and ſhipwrights were collected from all 
cities and countries, both far and near, They were 
the only carriers for other nations ; and their city was 
the emporium of the world.. 


But 


wiſdom and fucceſsful enterpriſe, as to be enabled 89 


ener 
But mark, I pray you, the effects of their grandeur 
it and proſperity. Son. of Man, Gaith GOD to his pro- 
* phet Ezekiel®, ſay thou to the Prince of Tyre, Thus ſaith 
ö | the LORD GOD : becauſe thine heart is li lifted up, and 
3 | thou baſt ſaid, ** Tam @ GOD, "I ft in the mid}. of the 
 * ſeas, in the ſeat of GOD,” -I will bring ſtrangers upon 
thee, terrible of the nations; and they ſhall draw their 
foords againſt the beauty of thy wiſdom, and they ſhall 
defile thy brightneſs : and I will caſt thee to the ground, 
and will bring thee to aſhes upon the earth „ in the fight of 
all them that behold thee, 


Need I ſuggeſt to my preſent hearers the importance 
of the admonition here given to every nation, which 


may be tempted, by conſcious ſuperiority, to a vain con- 
fidence, and an unwarrantable ſecurity ? Need I point out 
to them the truth and importance of that obſervation of 
Solomon, as exemplified in the fate of this arrogant 


and vaunting city of Tyre; that pride goeth before a 
fall; and that fin, if generally prevalent, is not only the 


dfgrate 


0 Clup XXVIll, 
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Th 10 7 * 
diſgrace, but the ruin of a nation? 1 is 2 little remark- 
able, that from the time of Solomon's defection from the 
true religion, and from the moment of his idolatrous 
attachments, the glory of his kingdom declined, and ite 
former ſplendor and magnificence were tarniſhed. 


24 
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3 As to the effects of naval ini e coun- 
4, | . permit me only to ere. that *one of our Saxon 
f Kings gaiſed by theſe means the fame and repu tation of 
;þ his people above all that were before him. A terror to 
pirates from the north and from the weſt, he is ſaid 
annually to have cleared the ſeas of bee fing poſſeſſed 
N of a fleet in number beyond al imagination , notleſs than 
a 3600 veſſels, Whether this computation be accurate 
1 or otherwiſe, certain it is, that thereby he obtained 
f the dominion of the four ſeas ; that he was the joy 4. 
1 and glory of his ſubjects at home, Ta the terror of his 
j enemies abroad. | | 9 
51 * Kiog Egbert. 
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never have been accomplithed, but by the qypans of 

maritime aſſiſtance: how otherwiſe could the found of 

the Goſpel have gone forth into all lands, or the doc- 

- ag7rlnes and pyigepts'of its Divine Author, 15 the ends of 

' the world? How otherwiſe could 1 have 
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thoſe mean: of conveyance by Which the Divine In- 
ſtructor of mankind colffleſcended to ed from 
* dne ſhore to another, in the courſe of hiMniniſtry among 
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